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Welcome to Worship

Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that
the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please
fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering
plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we
are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.

Prepare for Worship

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the
words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of
the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through
the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small
Catechism on pages 286-293.

Today’s Focus for Worship — Christ WITH Us

Over 500 years ago, Lutheran Christians were under tremendous pressure. They were forced to
defend themselves on battlefields both metaphorical and literal. But they took comfort that
Christ himself was by their side upon the plain with his good gifts and Spirit. Just 175 years ago,
the Lutheran Christians who founded WELS were also under tremendous pressure. The
pressure continues today with opposition to the truths of the Word of God. But we take comfort
that Christ is with us in Word and sacrament, and we move forward with the promise of his
presence.

Serving at Worship

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kirk Lahmann

Guest Preacher: Pastor Paul Prange

Accompanist: Stephen Radsek

Brass Ensemble: Jeff Neumann, Carol A. Neumann, Glen Rubach, and Dan Erikson
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The Service

Setting Four =
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Opening Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | 864
Please stand to sing the final stanza.

Invocation Matthew 18:20; 28:19-20

In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution 1John 1:8-9; 2:2; Matthew 28:19-20

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved
others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my
Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray:
God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the 4+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Matthew 15:22; 17:15; Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer -
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Glory Be to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.




Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against
all their enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Joshua 4:1-9

When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua,
2“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3and tell them to take up
twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and
carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.”

4So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from
each tribe, sand said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of
the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the
tribes of the Israelites, 6to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask
you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the
ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut
off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”

8So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle
of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD had told
Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down.
9Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the
priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to this day.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day If God Is for Us | 46-E

Refrain
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ref uge strong  and sure. Refrain
ref - uge strong  and sure. Refrain
ref - uge strong  and sure. Refrain
Text and tune: James Chepponis. © 2004 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709159.
Second Reading Revelation 3:7-13

7“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he
opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 8 know your deeds. See, I have
placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet
you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 91 will make those who are of the
synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them
come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. °Since you have kept
my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to
come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.

u] am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 2The
one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave
it. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new
Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my
new name. 3Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem (10:30) Jesus Loves Me
Sung by the Preschool and Kindergarten

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died heaven’s gates to open wide.
He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. Refrain



Stand

Gospel Acclamation (8:00 and Monday) John 8:31-32
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Then you will know the truth, and the truth will  set you free.
Gospel John 8:31-36

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really
my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 3sNow a slave has
no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day
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6 “In trembling hands” —if it be so,
How can our hearts remain unstirred

While millions still in tatters go

Nor yet of wealth in Christ have heard?

Text:
Tune:
Used by permission.

Sermon

Our heritage; now give us hands
That gladly share your heav'nly gold
With needy souls in many lands!

Many Memorials

7 In trembling hands, Lord God, we hold

Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-96, abr., alt. © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
IN TREMBLING HANDS (LM} Martin Albrecht, 1909-93. © 1993 Martin Albrecht. All rights reserved.

In Trembling Hands, Lord God, We Hold

Joshua 4:1-9
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Stand

Nicene Creed Credo Matthew 16:15; Luke 12:8; 2 Corinthians 4:13

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church Psalm 46:7, 11

Lord Almighty, you have given us your new covenant in the blood of Christ, and have made
yourself known to us through him.
Lord of hosts, be with us! God of Jacob, be our refuge!

Through Jesus Christ you have given us righteousness as a gift. Work in our hearts and lives,
that we live by faith in you.
Lord of hosts, be with us! God of Jacob, be our refuge!

Preserve your teaching among us, that we may continue in your Word, know the truth, and live

free in you.
Lord of hosts, be with us! God of Jacob, be our refuge!

12



With your law, correct and guide those who are slaves to sin, and with your gospel, set them
free with the message of forgiveness and redemption in Christ Jesus.
Lord of hosts, be with us! God of Jacob, be our refuge!

God, you are our refuge and strength. Be a very present help of your people in all trouble, that
they may not fear even in the worst situations, but be still and know that you are God.
Lord of hosts, be with us! God of Jacob, be our refuge!

Lord of hosts, you are in the midst of your city, your church, and with your Word as a stream of
living water you refresh us and make us glad. Remain with us, that we may not be moved, but
be steadfast in your Word with Christ as our sure foundation as long as we live; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Offering 2 Corinthians 9:7
Offerings given in thanks to the Lord are brought to the Lord's altar. We ask all worshipers to fill

out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in the offering plates at
the sanctuary doors following the service.
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136:1
The Lord be with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who through the
preaching of your servants, the blessed Reformers, caused the light of the Gospel to shine forth,
for the salvation of people everywhere, to the glory of your holy name. Therefore, with all the
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving Matthew 26:26

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Pater Noster Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution Verba Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my -}- body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my -}- blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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John 1:29

Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated
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Holy Communion Distribution

St. John’s Lutheran Church practices Close Communion. We ask that only members of St. John’s, or
members of a church in fellowship with St. John’s, come forward for Communion. Our pastoral staff
would be happy to set up a time to discuss this, and any teaching of Scripture, with you.

Distribution Hymns (Sunday) Lord, Keep us Steadfastin Your Word | 862
Preserve Your Word, O Savior | 874
Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice | 557

Stand
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Jesus Christ, Lord Almighty, you are our Refuge and Fortress. Set your people free with the
Word of your gospel, that we may hold on to your teaching and truly be your disciples; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing Aaronic Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and 4~ give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

God’s Word Is Qur Great Heritage | 640
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, alt.
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863-1924
Text and tune: Public domain



